[Should the great saphenous vein be stripped in routine surgery for uncomplicated varicose veins?].
Stripping of the great saphenous vein is widely used in the surgical treatment for varicose veins. With the increasing demand of vein material in coronary- and femoro-distal bypass surgery, this routine creates a conflict. A review of the literature reveals the possibility of vein-saving procedures that do not increase the recurrence rates. By utilizing modern diagnostic methods, it is possible to make an exact preoperative diagnosis as to the extent of the varicose disease and thus make an individualized operation, that is just as radical as necessary, but at the same time as vein-preserving as possible.